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MEMORANDUM

TO: State Board of Education

Jeremy M. Hughes, Ph.D. L\~
Interim Superintendent {j

FROM:

SUBJECT: Approval of Rochester College as a Teacher Preparation Institution with
Probationary Approval

In February 2000, Rochester College (RC) entered into a collaborative agreement
with Madonna University (MU) to prepare teachers based on MU's approved
program. In May 2001, the State Board of Education (SSE) granted preliminary
approval to RC, which permitted the institution to proceed in the development of a
teacher preparation program. Under terms of the agreement with MU, the program
offerings at RC were originally taught by MU faculty and candidates who completed
course work at RC have been recommended for certification by MU because of its
approved status. Since that time, the programs have gradually transferred from MU
to RC with MU in a mentorship role to guide RC toward approval as an independent
teacher preparation institution. The college has also worked with the Michigan
Department of Education (MDE) staff to ensure that appropriate standards, rules,
and guidelines are followed.

In June 2004, RC submitted to the MDE an application for probationary approval as
a teacher preparation institution through a web posting at:

httl2://rc.edu/mde
In accordance with approved procedures, a Committee of Scholars (CaS) was
appointed by the SBE in September 2002 to review the RC application and to
advise the Board regarding approval as a teacher preparation institution
(see Attachment A).

The cas visited RC in April 2005 and prepared a report of findings including the
standards and requirements to be re-addressed prior to recommending the
institution for final approval as a teacher preparation institution. The standards and
requirements to be re-addressed are summarized in Attachment B. The cas full
report is available for review in the SBE office.
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RC has also requested approval of eight specialty-area teacher preparation
programs as majors, minors, or additional endorsements at the elementary and
secondary levels of certification. The programs have been reviewed by staff in the
Office of Professional Preparation Services and by teams of content specialists. Six
of these programs were found to meet the SBE criteria for program approval.
Attachment C contains a listing of the recommended programs with information
regarding certification codes, majors and minors, certificatioh level, requirements for
semester hours, and alignment with SBE-approved standards. Two other programs
are waiting for completion of the review process.

Descriptions of the specialty programs are available on the Internet at:

http://rc.edu/mde/IV_Application_Documents_for _Specialty_Programs
with the exception of music education, which will be reviewed along with music
programs from other Institutions when they are submitted to demonstrate alignment
with the new program standards approved by the SBE in October 2004.

It is recommended that the State Board of Education:

1. receive the reRort of the Committee of Scholars regarding the Rochester
Colleae Drofesslonal education unit and ~roDosed elementarv and secondarv
teacher DreDaration Drograms;

2 grant ~robatIona~ a~~rova! to the Rochester College Drofessional education
unit (Inltlalleve!) for three ¥ears (2005-2008): and

3 aol2rove the Rochester College initial/undergraduate-level Enalish. Lanauaae
Arts. Social Studies. Histo!::¥. Biolog~. and Intearated Science oroarams. as
discussed in the Sugerfntendent's memorandum dated June 27. 2005.

2



Attachment A

Michigan State Board of Education

Committee of Scholars
Rochester College

Dr. Alonzo Hannaford
Associate Dean (retired)

College of Education
Western Michigan University

Dr. Michelle Johnston
Dean

College of Education and Human Services
Ferris State University

Mr. Steven Manor
Teacher (retired)
Howell, Michigan

Dr. Mary Navarre
Professor of Education and Humanities

School of Education
Aquinas College

Dr. Leslie Wessman
Chair

Education Department
Hope College
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Attachment B

Committee of Scholars
Report Summary

On the Application for Probationary Approval from

June 1, 2005
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Introduction

Rochester College was established in 1959 by the Churches of Christ as an
independent, liberal arts institution and is located in Rochester Hills, Michigan. The
stated mission of Rochester College is to engage students in a vigorous liberal arts
education within a Christian community for a life of study and service. Most
students have a church affiliation. Approximately one-half are associated with the
Churches of Christ.

Rochester College is located on 83 acres of woodlands and ponds bordered by the
Clinton River. There are eight major buildings and five residence halls. The newest
facility was opened in 2004 and houses the library, several classrooms, research
labs, faculty offices, a performing arts center, and the College's central
administrative offices. Planning is substantially underway for further expansion of
the physical facilities of the college.

The college, initially accredited by North Central Association (NCA) in 1974 to offer
associate's degrees, began offering baccalaureate degrees in 1980. Presently the
college has 19 bachelor's degree options. There are just over 1,000 students
enrolled at Rochester College. The student body is about evenly divided between
traditional students and adult continuing education students who are enrolled in the
College of Extended Learning program. Although Rochester College attracts
students from across the nation and even internationally, a substantial portion come
from the southeastern region of Michigan. A goal of Rochester College's strategic
plan is to double its enrollment to 2000 students by 2010.

In 1995, as a result of growth in academic offerings and student enrollment
demands, the college adopted a plan to add teacher preparation to its program
offerings. With the agreement of the Michigan State Board of Education (SBE),
a mentoring agreement was developed with Madonna University whereby Rochester
College students would gain teacher certification through Madonna, while Madonna
assisted and advised Rochester College in building capacity in the form of faculty,
resources, structure, and function. Over the course of this nine-year agreement,
program responsibility has gradually shifted from Madonna University to
Rochester College.

In 2001, the SBE granted preliminary approval to Rochester College for the purpose
of developing initial elementary and secondary teacher preparation programs, but
still in cooperation with Madonna University. In 2004-05, the teacher education
program numbered 107 candidates. In 2004, Rochester College submitted an
application for probationary approval (the next step) for initial elementary and
secondary programs. The Committee of Scholars (CaS) reviewed this application
and a site visit was conducted on April 10-12, 2005. Results of the cas review are
detailed in this report and have resulted in a recommendation to the SBE that RC
receive probationary approval as a teacher preparation institution. This wHI allow RC
to operate independently from Madonna University and recommend their own
candjdates for certification while they continue to strengthen their program.
According to the application, candidates seeking elementary certification wH' select
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English, History, Integrated Science, Language Arts, Math, or Social Studies as their
major and all will complete the Elementary planned program minor. Candidates
seeking secondary certification will select English, History, Math, or Biology as their
major. Secondary minors include English, History, Math, and Biology. These
programs have been reviewed through the MDE process for specialty-program
review and several are recommended for approval concurrently with the cas
recommendation for probationary appr9val of the educational unit. Approval
recommendations for those programs are included in the full cas report available in
the SBE office.
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